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Young Percy’s parents could not get
Their son to leave the TV set.
In fact, it was a common sight,
From five o’clock till late at night,
To see young Percival McQueen
Before the television screen

He watched the sport, the plays, the news,
The Westerns and the interviews.
The programmes might be good or bad,
They might be comical or sad;
He watched them all the evening through.

At half-past five the little chap
Would eat his supper on his lap;
But what he ate, he did not know –
His eyes were on the children’s show!
All table manners he forgot.
It didn’t worry him a jot.

And then one night, I’m sad to tell
Young Percival was heard to yell:
‘I cannot watch it any more,
My eyes are feeling strange and sore!’
And when he got up from his chair,
His eyes were green and red … and square!

Poor Percy had to pay the price
Of ignoring good advice.
For fear that you might share his fate,
You must learn to discriminate.
Don’t be like Percival McQueen –
An addict of the TV screen.

2.1	How many stanzas does this poem have?
(1)
2.2	How many lines are there in stanza 4?
(1)
2.3	Write down all the words that rhyme in stanza 1.
(6 x ½ =3)
2.4	What type of poem is this? Narrative or lyrical.
(1)
2.5	What is the message of this poem?
(2)
2.6	Write down a word from the poem that means the opposite of comical.
(1)
2.7	What could Percival’s parents have done to make him stop watching television? Give one tip.
(1)
2.8	Why did Percival forget all about table manners?
(1)
2.9	Comment on the pace of this poem.
(2)
2.10	Write down an example of alliteration from the last stanza.
(1)
2.11	What is the meaning of the word “discriminate”?
(1)
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